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F  OP  HAM  CELEB  B  A  TIO 

Jl^-  V    Fort  PoriiAM,  Mk.,  Auj?.  29,  ISGs'. 
p-^A  company  of  1500  persons  is  assembled  lierc 
today,  to  commemorate  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Maine  Historical  Society,  the  261st  anniver- 
'Sary  of  the  landing  of  the  Popham  Colony  at 
kh'is  spot,  Au^r  29,  1607.    The  colony  consisted 
©f  120  persons  under  command  of  Geo.  Popham, ' 
and  with  a  charter  from  James  I.,  held  by  Chief 
Justice  Popham  and  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges. 
They  came  intending  to  found  a  colony  in  the 
WerGSt  of  the  proprietors  and  of  the  Church 
tef'^DglaTid ;  but  their  efforts  were  not  succoss- 
fiiV.^  More  than  lialf  the  company  returned  to 
fi^^a^dUhe  next  December,  and  the  remainder 
kh^.tjp^ic^yjing  spring.    The  Maine  Historical  So- 
pi^t^fSJ^ever,  regard  thia  attempt  of  settle-*' 
Irifept-/''%klrtcc^i  years  prior  to  the  landing^  at, 
i^I;^^j^tii^^ ■  as  of  sufficient  importance  to'jhptd'^ 
tel^s^iRually  these  agreeable  historical  rpiiuT-. 

fcf  Go^iki%  in  the  vacation  season,  and  having;'  all: 
Knd  .'^tlrfictions  of  a  picnic  excursion,  the  occa- 
sioji1i)'r\n^s  together  a  large  company  of  the  most 
intelligtoit  citizens  of  Maine  and  its  summer 
VifeitOfs.f-^he  Popham  colonists  had  the  good 
juclgTp'^^,^;to  make  a  landing  on  one  of  the  most 
lovely  spots  on  the  shores  of  Maine,  iust  inside 
the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec  and  in  sight  of  tow- 
fering  Seqnin,  the  most  picturesque  island  on  the 
coast.  ■      .  .  .'  )■  ^ 

J' 'Mfiny*  persons  have  arrived  at  tho- spot  in 
pleasure  boats  and  in  carriages;  but  the  . princi- 
pal p^ty.  came  down  the  river  from  Bath  in  two 
steamhoats  and  two  large  barges  lashed  side  by' 
side.^'Tliis  party  arrived  at  about  11  o'clock,  and 
J^wc^^liours  were  devoted  to  rambles  over  the 
jpenmsula,  and  to  the  partaking  of  refreshments. 
I^j-The  historical  exercises  are  held  just  in  rear  of 
the  fort.  The  meeting  was  called  to  oider  by 
i|on.  Charles  J.  Gilman  of  Brunswick,  chairman 
bi*  the  committee  of  arrangements,  who  nomi- 
tiatcd  Hon.  J.  W.  Bradbury  of  Augusta  as  presi- 
;dent  of  the  day.  Mr.  Bradbury,  who  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  an  agree- 
able speaker,  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting, 
and  at  his  request  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Harris,  prcsi- 
,dent  of  Bowdoin  College,  offered  a  fervent 
ipraycr.  The  president  recalled  the  incidents  of 
■the  landing  in  1007,  and  stated  that  instead  of '  a 
ilbrmal  oration,  addresses  would  be  mad&  ia  a 
|somewhat  informal'  manner  by  several  gen- 
|tlemen  wlio  were  present.  lie  called'  vjpon 
^Mr.  Gilman,  who  read  the  statute  by  which 
khe  State  of  Maine  appropriates  annually  the  sum 
jofff'-iOOO  towju-ds  printing  the  documeutary  col- 
lections of  the  society.  He  gave  also  an  account 
bf  the  success  which  has  attended  the  researches 
of  President  'Woods  in  the  Euroj)ean  archives. 
The  first  volume  of  these  papers,  which  will  con- 
taiti  twenty-five  maps  made  by  the  voyagers  of 
the  first  half  century  of  American  discovery, 
with  explications  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Kohl,  the  eminent 
German  cartographer,  is  nearly  uady  for  the 
jpress,  and  will  probably  appear  before  tho  doso 
iof  the  present  year.  This  maps  are  r. uide  in^r- 
;>nnny,.and  tlio  letter  pr(':j.s  will  bi   i)riiitpd  in 


nev.  ur.  j'.uwani  i 
letter  from  Mr.  Free 
which  the  writer  ma 


1  Portland  under  the  editorial  care  of  Jlon.  William 
^V'illis.    Dr.  Woods  arrived  this  week  from  Eu- 
rope, and  will  reach  his  home  at  Brunswick  this 
e\'t'nin2:.    I  shall  call  upon  him  on  ^Monday,  and 
the  results  of  the  interview  I  will  communicate  I 
i  in  another  letter.  I 
!^cv.  Dr.  Edward  Ballard  of  Brunswick  read  a  \ 
rederick  Kidder  of  Boston,  in  | 
ide  soniC  further  statements  j 
in  regard  to  the  "pretty  pynnace"  which  has  flg- 
I  ured  hitherto  in  the  Popham  controversy. 
J  j  'Mr.  William  F.  Poole  of  Jioston  v/as  then  called 
1  jupbn  for  a  speech,  who  with  some  reluctance 
jcame  forward  and  said  that  he  hardly  knew 
;whether  or  not  to  thank  the  President  f()r  plac- 
ing him  in  the  po.sitiou  in  which  he  now  foimd 
fcj  hiniselt.    He  was  here  an  invited  guest,  but  with 
^'*no  intimation  that  he  should  be  called  upon,  and 
^encc  he  came  with  no  impromptu  speech  in  his 
^jocket.  The  only  explanation  of  his  Ijeing  invited 
Sv^s  that  he  did  not  believe  in  the  exalted  claims 
which  have  been  set  up  for  the  Popham  colony, 
and  in  the  controversy  on  this  subject  he  has  ex- 
pressed his  dissent  in  the  freest  and  moi;t  une- 
quivocal manner.   He  regarded  it  a  duty  to  ob- 
serve the  courtesies  of  hospitality,  but  he  did 
fear,  if  he  made  a  speech,  he  should  say  some- 
thing to  offend  his  hospitable  friends,  and  which 
he  might  himself  rcgi-ct!    A  general  desire  was 
expressed  that  he  should  go  on. 

"Well,  then,''  said  he,  "while  I  do  not  hold 
wi*h  my  friend,  Mr.  Poor,  that  the  Popham 
colony  was  'the  great  event  in  American  history,' 
i  am  ready  to  admit  that  it  was  an  event  of  sig- 
niticance  in  American  history.  It  was  the  Bull- 
JRvn  of  English  colonization  in  these  parts.  ■  lu' 
(A  ^hat  light  it  comes  within  the  scope  and /dig-' 
of  history.  He  who  snecVs  at  Bull 
makes  a  mistake.  Without  MitiU 
tin,  in  our  late  war,  we  might  never  liave  had 
Ltjpomattox  Court  House.  We  should  have  had 
substitute  White  Sulphur  Springs;  and  from 
he  hands  of  rebels  the  treacle  of  comproinise, 
nstead  of  their  arms  in  unconditional  surren- 
;  der.  Bull  Run  brought  our  people  up  to  com- 
I  prehend  the  issues  at  stake,  the  character  of  the 
'  enemy,  and  the  mistakes  to  be  avoided.  War 
was  no  longer  a  five  days' parade  or  a  . ninety 
days' junketing.  It  became  from  that  moment 
i  stern  reality — a  life  and  death  struggle.  The  lo«- 
1  son  Avas  sufficient  for  the  whole  war,  and  was 

never  repeated. 
I     "So  with  the  Popham  colony.   It  was  the  last 
I  of  a  series  of  feudal  attempts  to  colonize  this  . 
'    contiij'e'ntf'in  the  interest  of  a  large  landed  pro-  , 
;  ])riet6i^  6i"^,ompany,  in  which  the  colonists  were' 
t'.'nantff  ^nth  7io  fee  in  the  land.    It  had  beeii; 
•    i)raCtiscd  bt  lbre  by  the  French  adventurers.  Car- 
j'l  tier'^La  Rbche  and  De  Montcs,  and  in  the  same' 
«  '  ycjir'at  Virginia.    But,  in  the  providence  of  God,' 
'J  New  EngiiiTul  was  not  to  be  settled  in'  thia  man-' 
nefk    The  Pojjham  men.  returning  t6  England, 
gave  the  most  unfavorable  aocontit:*  of  the  coun- 
'  try,  'burdening  the  bounds,'  s;n  s  Sir  Win.  ,\lex- 
'\  amler,  'where  thev  hnd  been  with  all  the  rt'^pcr- 
i    -ions  that  po;sibly  they  could  devise,  seeking  by 
that    means    to   discourage    all  others.'-  In 
(iL-consequence  of  these  reports,  schemes  of  coloni- 
f  zation  were  paralyzed  in  ICutiland  for  the  next 
j  !  thirteen  years,  and  would  have  remained  so  for 
a  longer  period  it"  the  Plymouth  colonists  had 
not  i)rovcd  those  statements  to  be  incorrect. 
The  gr<'at  immigration  to  iMnssachusetts,  Bay 
.soon  followed;  and  they  are  yo\ir  ancestors  as 
,  I  well  as  mine.    The  blood  of  a  Po])ham  colonist 
I    runs  in  the  veins  of  no  jxtsou  luire  present.  1 
si  r  in  your  uplurnoil  faces  thePuriUm  lineaments,- 
i\Tul  your  State  today  is  teeming  with  the  fruits 
ol'  Turitiin  enferjirise  and  tliril't.    You  ow  n  y(jur 
'  1  aci;es,  and  are  ten;iut3  of  no  iiujn, ,  \Ve  st;iiid  on 


VOrilAM  CELEBRATION. 


Among  the  books  recently  received  is  a  volume  of 
five  hundred  and  twelve  pages,  bearing  tliis  title, 
"  Memorial  Volume  of  the  Popham  Celebration, 
August  29,  1862,  commemorative  of  the  Planting  of 
the  Popham  Colony  on  the  Peninsula  of  Sabino, 
August  11),  O.S.,  1007,  estabhshing  the  Title  of  l^ng- 
land  to  the  Continent." 

It  is  the  record  of  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Maine  to  substantiate  certain  new 
views  relating  to  the  possession  and  settlement  of  this 
continent ;  and  to  perpetuate  their  recognition  by  the 
most  formal  and  solemn  proceedings,  and  by  durable 
monuments  and  inscriptions. 

It  may  be  expected  that  other  Historical  Societies, 
and  especially  the  American  Anti([uarian  Society,  will 
give  to  these  claims  so  much  attention  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  determine  how  far  they  are  entitled  to 
general  acceptance. 

The  ceremonies  described  in  the  "  Memorial  Yo]- 
ume"  were  of  tlie  most  elaborate  and  iiH])ressive 
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character  ;  embracing  the  co-operation  of  not  only  the 
civil  and  judicial  authorities  of  that  State,  and  the  rep- 
resentatives of  its  literature  and  science,  but  tlie 
learned  associations  and  distinguished  men  of  other 
States  and  the  British  ProN'inces,  and  even  the  General 
Government  of  the  country.  Each  jclement  of  the 
pageant  had  its  special  part  to  perform  ;  and  the  in- 
fluence of  each  was  made  to  bear  upon  the  great 
object  of  the  gathering.  It  is,  therefore,  of  no  little 
historical  consequence  to  understand  distinctly  what  it 
was  proposed  to  accomplish  on  that  occasion,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  purpose  was  effected. 

"We  are  informed,  that,  in  the  arrangements  made 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  de- 
fence of  Maine,  a  point  of  land  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Kennebec  was  selected  for  a  fort ;  and  that  near 
the  spot  thus  chosen  was  the  site  of  the  ancient  Fort 
St.  George;  "where,  in  the  month  of  August,  1()()7, 
tlie  first  English  colony,  led  by  the  venerable  George 
ro[)ham,  planted  the  emblems  of  the  authority  of 
their  sovereign.  By  acts  of  formal  occupation  and 
possession,  attended  with  the  solemn  sanction  of  reli- 
gious worship  and  instruction,  in  accordance  with  the 
usages  of  their  country  and  time,  these  early  settlers 
established  the  title  of  I'^ngland  to  the  continent, 
under  the  Koyal  Charter  of  April  10,  IGOG." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  State  on  the  subject  of 
Coast  Defences  having  suggested  to  the  Generid  (jov- 
ernment  the  name  of  Popham  as  a  suitable  designa- 
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tion  for  the  fort,  tlic  proposal  was  approved  ;  and  tliat 
name  was  adopted  by  direction  of  tlie  Secretary  of 
AVar. 

"  The  idea  was  then  conceived  of  "  reviving  tlie  re- 
collection of  tlie  important  events  wliich  have  given  to 
tlie  spot  its  great  historical  value  and  interest,  and  of 
connecting  them  more  closely  with  the  name  and 
destinies  of  the  fortification  ;  thus  making  it  serve  the 
double  purpose  of  national  defence,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  those  leading  occurrences  of  our  early  history." 
INfeasures  were  therefore  adopted  for  erecting,  in  the 
walls  of  the  fort,  a  "  Alemorial  Stone,"  with  inscrip- 
tions recording  the  facts,  and  for  the  commemorative 
services  of  a  public  historical  celebration. 

A  stone  was  prepared,  to  be  placed  in  the  walls  of 
the  fort  by  the  officer  representing  the  United-States 
Government,  which  contained  an  inscription,  "  pro- 
claiming," says  the  orator  of  the  day,  "to  future  times, 
in  the  simple  eloquence  of  truthful  words,  that  — 

'THE  FlliST  COLONY 
OS  Tin:  s  ir  ()  ii  i:  s  o  v  n  k  w  e  n  g  l  a  n  d 
W^us  Fouiuled  Here, 
August  I'Jtli,  O.S.,  1G1)7, 
Under 
(;i:oit<ii:  I'orii.v.M.'  " 

As  a  companion  to  this  outward  monument,  a  tab- 
let was  provided  by  the  Historical  Society  for  the 
interior  of  the  structure,  with  a  Latin  inscri[)tiou  in 
honor  of  George  Popham.  The  iirst  portion  of  the 
Society's  translation  of  this  reads  thus :  — 


f) 

"  Tn  Memory  of 

CEorvGi-:  i>opiiA]\r, 

Who  first,  from  the  sliores  of  England, 
Founded  a  Colony  in  New  England, 
August,  1(;07. 
lie  brought  into  these  wilds 
3'higlisli  laws  and  learning. 
And  the  faith  and  the  Chureh  of  Christ." 

"  This  fort,"  declares  the  orator,  so  conspicuously 
placed,  bearing  these  appropriate  testimonials,  thus 
becomes  a  fitting  monument  to  perpetuate  the  events 
of  the  early  history  of  New  England,  and  transmit  to 
future  times  the  memory  of  those  illustrious  men 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  English  colonies  in 
America." 

These  statements,  as  may  be  supposed,  were  re- 
peated in  various  forms,  and  enlarged  upon,  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  recorded  in  the  "  Memorial 
Volume." 

At  the  time  appointed  for  the  celebration,  the  mar- 
shal of  the  day  announced  tlie  purpose  and  plan  of 
the  ceremonies,  as  intended  to  recall  and  ilhistrate  the 
events  of  the  past,  and  to  assign  to  jNIaine  her  true 
historic  position. 

The  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  then  proceeded  to  the 
religious  duties  of  the  occasion  ;  using,  we  are  tokl,  as 
nearly  as  the  changed  circumstances  of  the  ciJ.se 
would  allow,  the  same  services  as  were  employed  by 
the  colonists  in  their  solemnities  on  the  day  com- 
memorated, under  the  guidance  of  their  chaplain,  the 
llev.  Itichard  Seymour." 


7 

These  services,  from  the  Episcopal  Prayer-book, 
were  followed  by  a  narrative  of  historical  events  by 
the  President  of  the  Historical  Society. 

The  "  Memorial  Stone "  was  then  rolled  forward 
into  view,  —  a  mass  of  granite  weighing  six  tons,  and 
showing  a  front  of  six  feet  by  fonr;  and  tlie  President 
of  Bowdoin  College  solicited  the  consent  of  the  State 
and  General  Government  to  its  being  placed  in  the 
wall  of  the  fort,  "  in  memory  of  the  colony  wliich 
was  established  there  two  lumdred  and  fifty-five  years 
ago," — "that  noble  company  of  one  hnndred  and 
twenty  colonists  who  established  themselves  at  the 
moutli  of  the  Sagadahoc." 

Jlon.  Abner  Coburn  responded  on  behalf  of  tlie 
Governor  of  the  State  ;  and  Captain  Casey,  of  the 
United-States  Burean  of  Engineers,  gave  the  assent  of 
the  President,  acting  throngh  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  President  of  the  College  next  called  upon  the 
Freemasons  to  cause  the  stone  to  be  erected  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  rites  of  their  Order. 

After  these  solemnities,  the  orator  of  the  day  de- 
livered his  address  ;  which  was  followed  by  a  series  of 
sentiments  and  s])eeches,  and  the  reading  of  letters,  at 
the  table. 

Tlie  toasts  liad  been  previously  printed,  and  were 
published  and  circulated  beforehand,  with  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  exercises ;  havinc:  been  framed  witli 
deliberation,  and  carefully  adjusted  to  the  purposes  of 
the  occasion.    Amoni»*  the  earliest  were  these  :  — 
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"The  lOtli  of  August  (O.S.),  K'.OT,  —  ever  memorable  as  tlic 
tlay  that  Avitnessed  the  cousummati(jii  of  the  title  of  KuLrland  to 
the  New  AVorld." 

"The  memory  of  George  Topham,  a\  ho  led  hither  the  first 
iMiglihh  Colony,  became  the  head  of  its  go\eruineut,  &.C.,  and  left 
his  bones  to  mingle  with  the  soil,"  A>:c. 

"  Sir  John  ro{)ham,  —  untler  the  shadow  of  whose  great  name 
was  laid  the  foundation  of  the  colossal  Kni})ire  ol'  the  New 
World." 

Far  down,  below  the  salt,  we  find  [the  twenty-sev- 
enth toast]  — 

"Plymouth  riantation,  —  founded  by  men  of  strong  faith,  of 
earnest  l)i<^ty.  lulucatcd  under  the  teachings  of  Ivobinson  and 
lirewster  at  Leyden,  they  were  fitted  to  become  pioneers  in  the 
uew  movement  towards  civil  and  religious  liberty." 

Two  steps  fartlier  down,  we  have  — 

"The  Colony  of  Massachusetts  r>ay,  —  founded,  in  JG29,  by 
men  of  the  same  uncoucpierable  will  as  those  that  brought  royalty 
to  the  block,  and  discarded  prescription  as  heresy.  Their  de- 
scendants Lave  ever  shown  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  (U)ctrine  of 
'Unlformifyr'* 

Tlie  address  of  tlie  ortitor  of  the  day  is  an  endeavor 
to  maintain,  argnnientatively  and  rhetorically,  the 
points  assnmed  in  the  preceding  quotations.  It  con- 
tains many  ([nite  extraordinary  historical  statements, 
wliich  are  not  necessary  to  be  reprodnced  bere,  as 

■*  Ivv-dovernor  AVasliburn,  of  lAlassiicluisctts,  was  calliHl  to  ix'-poiid 

to  tliis  toast ;  ami,  aftor  i^ood-natuivdly  iutiiuatiivjr  liis  sur[)ri.Nc  at  soiiie  ol'  tlic 
poiiUs  whicli  had  licen  assiiiiieil,  cijiil'i'ssi'd  that  lie  had  been  iittt'ily  di>arnK'd 
liv  the  eoiiiiesies  In,'  had  shared,  and  would  no  louder  jirotost  aj;aiii>t  any 
thiiiL,';  and  if  aiiyhody  were  to  in>i>t  that  Xonh's  Ark  lamU'd  on  one  of 
those  hills,  and  woiikl  get  nj)  ii  celebration  like  that  to  eonnueniorate  it,  lie 
would  volunteer  to  come  and  take  a  part  in  it,  wilhout  doul.)ling  it  was  true. 
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tlioy  have  but  a  remote  bearing  on  the  prmcipal  ques- 
tions.   It  begins  thus:  — 

"  AVe  coinmemorate  to-day  the  great  event  of  American  liis- 
tory.  AVe  arc  as.-?enibled  on  the  spot  that  Avitncssed  the  iirst 
formal  act  of  posse.sjjion  of  New  Enghuid  by  ii  British  colony, 
under  the  authority  of  a  Eoyal  Charter.  AVe  have  come  here,  on 
the  two  hundred  and  iifty-tlfth  anniversary  of  tliat  event,  to  rejoice 
in  tlie  manifold  l>lessings  that  have  ^lo^^  ed  to  us  from  that  act  ;  to 
])lace  on  record,  a  testimonial  of  our  appreciation  of  that  day's 
Avork  ;  and  to  transmit  to  future  generations  an  ex])ression  of  our 
regard  for  the  illustrious  men  who  laid  the  I'oundation  of  iMigland's 
title  to  the  Continent,  and  gave  a  new  direction  to  the  history  of 
the  world." 

The  argument  is,  in  brief,  as  follows :  — 

'^Tlie  question  Europeans  were  called  upon  to  solve  at  tlie 
commencement  of  tlic  seventeenth  century  was,  who  sliould  hrre- 
afler  occu[)y  and  possess  tlie  temperate  zone  of  the  New  AVorld  ? 
All  previous  explorations  were  preliminary  ellbrts  to  this  object; 
but  the  question  remained  open  and  undecided. 

"  Kngland,  ])ractically  abandoning  all  chiims  from  the  discover- 
ies of  Cabot  on  tlie  Atlantic,  and  Drake  on  the  Pacific,  laid  down, 
in  15S0,  the  broad  doctrine,  that  pi'escription  \\ithout  occupation 
was  of  no  avail  ;  that  possession  of  the  country  was  essential  to 
the  maintenance  of  title. 

"The  possession  of  Newfoundland  by  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert 
"was  abandoned  on  his  loss  at  sea. 

'•Of  the  two  colonies  sent  out  by  Sir  AYalter  Ivaleigh,  one 
returned  ;  the  other  perished  in  the  country,  leaving  no  trace  of 
its  histoiy. 

''Thus,  at  the  period  of  Kli/.abeth's  death  in  IGO.'s  luiglaud 
had  not  a  colonial  i)Ossession  on  the  globe. 

Champlain  accompanied  Pont  (ira\  t'  ttt  the  St.  Lawrence  in 
ir.(i;i.  Oil  hi.s  rrturn  to  France,  he  ibuud  Acadia  granted  by  the 
French  monarch  to  J)e  ]Monts,  under  date  of  Nov.      IGOo,  ex- 
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tending  across  llic  continent  between  tlie  fortietli  and  forfy-sixtli 
degrees  of  north  latitude.  To  make  sure  of  tlie  conntiy,  Cliani- 
l)]ain,  Clianipdore,  and  L'Escarbot  remained  tliree  and  a  lialf  years. 
Keturning  to  France  in  1G07,  they  loiind  the  charter  of  l)e  ^Nloiits 
revoked. 

"  This  short-sightedness  of  Ileury  of  Navarre  cost  France  tlic 
dominion  of  the  New  AVorhl. 

"For,  inlGOo,  Gorges,  associating  Avitli  himself  tlie  Earl  of 
Southampton,  petitioned  the  king  for  a  charter,  wliich  he  obtained 
April  10,  1G06,  granting  to  George  Popham  and  seven  others"  (it 
should  be  Sir  Tliomas  Gates  and  seven  others;  Popham  is  the  last 
named)  "  the  Continent  of  North  America,  fi'om  the  thirty-fourth 
to  the  foi-ty-lifth  degrees  of  north  latitude. 

"  This  charter  is  the  basis  on  which  rests  the  title  of  our  race 
to  the  New  World. 

"  The  venerable  Sir  John  Popham  became  the  patron  of  tlie 
company,  .  .  .  tliougli  his  name  was  not  iu  the  charter,  or  included 
among  the  council. 

"Two  unsuccessful  attempts  at  planting  a  colony  were  made  in 
IGOG.  On  the  olst  of  INIay,  1G07,  the  lirst  colony  to  New  Eng- 
land sailed  from  Plymouth  for  the  Sagadahoc,  iu  two  ships,  the 
'CJift  of  God,'  George  Popham  commander,  and  the  '  INIary  and 
John,'  connnanded  by  Raleigh  Gilbert,  on  board  which  ships 
Avere  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons  for  ])lanters.  Ou  tlie  IDtii 
of  August,  all  went  on  shore  at  the  moutli  of  the  river,  where 
they  had  a  sermon  from  their  preacher  ;  the  President's  commis- 
sion was  read,  with  the  patent,  and  the  laws  to  be  observed  ;  and 
George  l*oi)ham  was  nominated  President,  t*cc. 

"  Thus  commenced  the  first  occupation  and  settlement  of  New 
Englaijd.  From  August  10  (O.S.),  1G07,  the  title  of  England  to 
the  New  AVorld  was  nniiutained. 

"  It  is  well  known,  that  the  Popham  Colony,  or  a  portion  of 
them,  returned  to  England  in  1G08;  but  this  possession  ])roved 
sullicient  to  establish  the  title.  The  revocation  of  the  clun-ter  of 
De  ISIonts  gave  priority  to  the  grant  of  Kiug  James,  covering  the 
same  territory  ;  and  this  formal  act  of  posM'ssion  Avas  ever  aftci' 
upheld  by  an  assertion  of  the  title  by  Gorges." 
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The  orator  repeats,  that  l^iigland  stoutly  maintained, 
that,  without  possession,  there  was  no  vaUd  title  to  a 
newly-discovered  country.  "  This  view,"  he  says,  "  is 
overlooked  by  Puritan  writers,  and  those  who  follow 
their  authority."  lie  does  not  tell  us  how  it  hap- 
pened, if  priority  of  discovery  by  the  Cabots,  and 
fonncXl  acts  of  possession  by  Gilbert,  Gosnold,  and 
others,  established  no  rights,  the  British  Government 
could  convey  any  title,  by  charter,  to  a  country  already 
occupied  by  the  subjects  of  other  powers. 

The  only  allusions  to  the  colony  of  Gosnold  and 
the  settlement  of  Jamestown  are  Avhcre  he  claiiris 
that  Gorges  was  concerned  in  the  voyage  of  Gosnold, 
and  in  the  following  passages  :  — 

"It  may  be  said,  that,  in  giving  tills  prominence  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  tlie  country  by  the  colony  of  Popliam,  we  overlook  other 
events  of  importance  in  establishing  the  English  title,  —  the  pos- 
session of  the  Elisabeth  Isles  by  Gosnold  in  1(502,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown,  IMay  13,  1G07,  prior  to  the  landing  of  the 
I'opham  colony  at  Sagadahoc. 

"  In  reference  to  the  occupation  of  I'Jizabeth  Isles  by  Gosnold, 
it  is  suilicient  to  say,  that  it  was  ])ri()r  to  the  date  of  the  Ivoyal 
Charter,  .and  consequently  of  no  legal  effect  in  establishing  a  title. 
As  to  the  settlement  of  Jamestown,  it  was  south  of  the  Ibrlieth 
l)aralh'l  o{"  latitude,  and  therefore  did  not  come  in  contlict  with  tlie 
French  king's  prior  charter  to  l)e  jNIonts. 

"Had  there  been  no  English  settlement  or  occupancy  north  oi 
the  fortieth  parallel  of  latitude  prior  to  IGIO,  when  l\)Utrincourt 
obtained  a  new  grant  of  Acadia,  the  whole  country  north  of  tliat 
line  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French."  * 


*  Tt  is  iiii(k'i>ti)ii(l,  that  tlu-so  iiaraj-raplis,  rofcrrin"?  to  tlie  colony  of  ( Jos- 
noM  anil  Ww  scliK'iiu'nt  of  Jiunestown,  wuro  inserted  after  the  uddrL'ss  was 
(k'livei'cd. 


1-2 


Tlicrc  is  no  sufficient  o])poi'tunity  licro  for  a  dis- 
cussion of  tliosc  propositions ;  but  it  may  be  instinc- 
tive to  place  beside  them,  in  the  briefest  terms,  a 
different  statement,  believed  to  be  at  least  e(pially 
well  sanctioned  by  tlie  best  historical  evidence. 

It  is  dne  to  the  venerable  and  learned  President 
of  the  Maine  Historical  Society  to  (piote  fron\  his 
excellent  remarks  a  passage  which  is  overshadowed 
by  the  great  mass  of  opposite  sentiment  expressed  in 
the  "  Memorial  Volume."  Speaking  of  the  Popham 
settlement,  he  says,  "  Put,  sir,  the  enterprise  f  liled : 
death  and  the  stars  seemed  against  it ;  and  there  were 
'  no  more  speeches '  by  the  Northern  Company,  says 
Gorges,  '  of  settling  any  other  plantation  in  those 
parts  for  a  long  time  after.'  They  were  in  searcli  of 
gain,  and  found  it  not  in  peopling  a  rude  continent. 
It  was  essentially  a  commercial  company :  the  princi- 
ple that  moved  it  was  adverse  to  generous  action ;  it 
required  another  sentiment,  the  religious  element,  to 
give  patient  endurance,  indomitable  resolution,  and 
final  success,  as  was  signally  vindicated  in  the  re- 
nowned colony  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  Northern  Com- 
pany made  no  other  attempt  at  colonization,  until 
they  obtained  their  charter  of  1()'20.  AYe  nuist  not 
claim  too  nnich  for  tliis  unsuccessful  attem})t  to  ])eo- 
ple  a  continent,  but  regard  it  as  one  of  the  steps  hi 
the  grand  march  of  colonization." 

It  could  hardly  be  expected,  that  the  learned  Presi- 
dent would  enter  a  more  emj)hatic  protest  against 
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the  extravagant  claims  wliicli  persons  of  less  accurate 
information  were  disposed  to  advance,  or  that  he 
woukl  dwell  upon  circumstances  not  in  harmony 
with  the  general  spirit  of  the  occasion  ;  hut  it  may  he 
permitted  to  others  to  say,  in  the  cause  of  historical 
truth,  and  in  accordance  with  the  most  authentic 
recorded  testimony,  — 

Firsts  That  the  official  act  of  possession,  hy  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilhert  in  1583,  made  in  virtue  of  the 
original  discovery  hy  the  Cahots,  was  of  tlie  most 
formal  and  perfect  character.  It  was  conducted  with 
all  prescribed  ceremonies  for  such  procedures,  in 
the  presence  of  representatives  of  every  prominent 
antagonistic  power,  —  the  numerous  merchants  and 
masters  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries,  —  whose 
assent  was  signified  by  loud  acclamations,  by  the 
acceptance  of  grants  of  land,  and  by  consent  to  taxa- 
tion ;  for  the  English  had,  before  that  time,  been 
regarded  as  "  lords  of  the  harbors,"  and  had  exacted 
a  tribute  for  protection  afibrded  to  the  ships  of  other 
nations.  So  far  from  being  abandoned  on  tlie  dcatli 
of  Gilbert,  the  British  sovereignty  was  enforced,  two 
years  later,  by  the  seizure  of  Portuguese  vessels, 
which  had  collected  cargoes  without  a  license  ;  and 
it  is  stated,  that,  about  the  year  IGOO,  the  l^nglish 
employed  at  Newfoundland,  on  land  and  water,  quite 
ten  thousand  men  and  boys.* 


JSubiiic'ti  l{ci>urt. 


u 

Second^  That  l)e  Monts  took  possession  of  Acadia, 
not  ill  his  own  name,  but  as  lieutenant-general  of  the 
French  king,  on  whose  behalf  he  set  up  the  arms 
and  insignia  of  France.  The  revocation,  alleged  to 
be  an  abandonment  or  invalidation  of  the  French 
title,  was  merely  the  withdrawal  of  certain  exclusive 
privileges  which  had  been  granted  to  I)e  Monts  for 
ten  years ;  while  the  acts  of  possession  and  coloniza- 
tion were  continued  and  enlarged  by  the  French 
monarch.  The  respective  rights  of  tlie  English  and 
French  to  the  possession  of  New  England  or  of 
('anada  were  not  settled  by  a  comparison  of  dates, 
or  the  construction  of  charters,  but  by  the  valor  of 
the  ]\[assachusetts  colony,  the  force  of  arms,  and 
subsequent  treaties. 

Tlurd,  That  the  revival  of  plans  of  colonization, 
and  their  direction  to  New  ]'.ngland,  were  the  results 
of  the  voyage  of  Gosnold  in  1602;  when  he  came 
Avith  a  colony  for  settlement,  and,  having  traversed 
the  coast  of  Elaine,  built  a  fort,  and  planted  grain  at 
Cuttyhunk,  on  the  south  shore  of  Massachusetts. 
From  the  fear  of  inadequate  supplies,  on  the  part  of 
his  men,  he  subsecpiently  carried  them  back  to  J'hig- 
land,  where,  by  his  glowing  description  of  tlu^  coun- 
try and  his  personal  exertions,  he  was  instrumental 
in  the  procurement  of  the  great  A^irginia  patent  of 
1G0(). 

Foio'f/f,  That  the  scheme  of  a  plantation  at  Saga- 
dahoc originated  with   the   kidnap[)ing   of  huUans 
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from  that  neighborhood  by  Weymouth  in  IGOo  ;  three 
of  whom  came  into  the  possession  of  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges,  the  projector  of  tlie  plan,  who  says  it  was 
suggested  by  information  derived  from  these  natives. 
C'hid^f-Justice  Popham,  the  patron  of  the  undertaking, 
was  reported  to  be  "  the  fir^^t  person  who  invented 
the  plan  of  sending  convicts  to  the  plantations,"  — 
whicli  is  not  precisely  true,  for  the  French  colonists, 
under  Fa  Tloche  and  De  INTonts,  had  been  cliietiy 
composed  of  convicts  from  the  prisons.  But  it  is 
said  of  Fopliam,  that  "he  not  only  punished  male- 
factors, but  provided  for  them  ;  and  first  set  up  the 
discov  ery  of  Kcw  Fngland  to  maintain  and  employ 
those  that  could  not  live  honestly  in  the  0/J."  Sir 
William  Alexander,  a  contemporary  witness,  testifies 
that  Sir  John  Popham  "  sent  out  the  first  company 
that  went  of  purpose  to  inliabit  there,  near  to  Sagada- 
hoc :  but  those  that  went  thither  being  pressed  to  that 
enterprise  as  endangered  by  the  law,  or  for  their  own 
necessities,  —  no  enforced  thing  being  pleasant,  —  they, 
after  a  winter  s  stay,  dreaming  to  themselves  of  new 
hopes  at  home,  retm'ued  back  with  tlie  first  occasion  ; 
and,  to  justify  the  suddennesse  of  their  returne,  they 
did  coyne  many  excuses,  burdening  the  bounds  Avhere 
they  had  beene  with  all  the  aspersions  they  could 
possibly  devise  ;  seeking  by  that  meanes  to  discourage 
all  others."* 

*  Tlie  oriitor  ;it  (lio  Maine  cclcbratioii  quotes  from  Sir  William  Alexniuler 
the  statement,  tliat  "  Sir  -Jolm  l*()|iliani  h-ent  out  the  lirst  company  tliat  went 


Fifth,  Hint  this  company,  of  one  himdred  landmen 
or  colonists  according  to  Gorges,  so  constituted,  had 
with  the  in  several  men  of  standing,  as  leaders.  In- 
deed, such  Avas  the  case  with  every  similar  enterprise 
at  that  period  ;  and  especially  just  then,  when  the 
termination  of  war  with  Spain  threw  large  num- 
bers of  land  and  sea- officers  out  of  employment. 
They  selected  a  place  near  the  mouth  of  tlie  Kenne- 
bec or  Sagadahoc,  as  it  was  then  called,  wliere  t1iey 
built  a  fort  or  stockade,  and  storehouses  and  habita- 
tions. More  than  half  of  the  company  are  said  to 
have  gone  back  with  the  ships  in  December.  Hie 
residue,  forty-five  in  number,  remained  till  spring ; 
when,  having  lost  their  leader,  having  quarrelled  with 
the  Indians,  and  had  their  storehouses  burned,  they 
took  the  first  opportunity  to  leave  the  country,  and 
gave  it  so  bad  a  name  as  to  discourage  all  further 
attempts  at  settlement.  The  business  of  fishing  and 
traffic  with  the  natives,  which  had  existed  on  the  coasts 
for  nearly  a  century,  was  continued,  with  only  such 
casual  occupation  of  the  land  as  that  business  re- 


of  iniri)o.se  to  inhabit  there,  near  to  Sa<j:athihoc/'  but  carefully  sui>pvebses  the 
reniahuk'r  of  the  i)assage. 

Anotlier  remarkable  suppression  in  the  "Memorial  Volume  "  is  that  of  the 
speech  of  our  associate,  J.  W.  Thornton,  Esq.,  made  by  invitation  in  ve])ly  to 
a  toast  at  tlie  table.  INIr.  Thornton's  views  of  the  Maine  Colony,  and  the 
characters  of  Gorges  and  Chief-Justice  ropham,  were  not  satisfactory  to  the 
Committee  having  charge  of  the  cek'I)ration,  and  were  therefore  omitted  from 
their  narrative  of  the  piocccdings.  The  speech  has  since  been  published  by 
the  author,  with  copious  and  learned  notes,  sustaining  his  positions,  and  full 
of  minute  and  curious  infoiMiiatioii  relating  to  colonial  history. 
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quired.*  Captain  John  Smith  relates,  that,  when 
(about  1614)  he  went  first  to  tlie  part  of  the  country 
where  this  colony  had  been  planted,  there  was  not  one 
Christian  in  all  the  land  ;  and  yet  Newfoundland  at 
that  time  freighted  annually  near  eight  hundred  ships 
with  fish.  The  very  place  where  Popham's  company 
passed  the  winter  was  forgotten,  and  was  a  subject  of 
conjecture  and  controversy  until  18-19,  wlien  tlie 
Ilakluyt  Society  of  England  published,  from  a  newly 
discovered  manuscri[)t,  "  The  Ilistorie  of 'i'ravaile  into 
Virginia  Britannia,"  by  William  Strachey,  wlio  had 
been  employed  as  Secretary  in  tlie  Soutliern  Colony. 

That  history  contains  the  only  particular  account 
of  the  expedition  of  Popham's  company,  and  fixes  the 
spot  where  they  passed  the  winter.  It  has  not  a 
word  about  any  ceremonies  used  to  signify  takiug 
])Ossession  of  the  country ;  not  a  word  about  Episco- 
pal services,  or  the  reading  of  prayers,  or  liturgy,  or 
any  ritual  of  the  Church,  even  at  the  burial  of  their 
chief.  The  writer  was  led  to  speak  of  the  enterprise, 
"  since  it  had  its  end  so  untimely,"  and  since  tlie  order 
and  method  of  a  full  history  did  claim  of  him  "  the 
remembrance  of  the  most  material  points  at  least,  as 
Avell  of  this  late  Northern  Colony,  as  of  the  first  planted 
more  south."     lie  closes  his  narrative  by  saying, 


*■  'JMiero  is  an  I'lloi't  in  tlic  Memorial  A'oluine  "  to  make  it  aiipi'ni-  proba- 
liK?  tliat  a  i)oition  of  I'ophain's  men  remaineil  in  (lie  eounti'v.  It  wouM  not 
liave  been  strange,  it' some  of  tliem  liad  I'ownd  c-mploy meiit  among  tin.'  li>liinj^ 
Vessels;  ljut  Stiaeliey  says  they  all  embarked  for  home. 
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"And  tliis  was  tlie  end  of  that  Xortlicrn  Colony  upon 
the  river  Sagadcdioc." 

If  the  discovery  hy  the  C'abots,  and  the  ehxborate 
acts  of  occupation  and  jurisdiction  hy  Sir  IIumi)hrey 
Gill)ert,  Jis  tlie  direct  r(*[)icsentati\e  of  his  sovereign, 
—  sidjsecpiently  enforced  and  sustained,  —  created  no 
permanent  riglits  ;  if  the  c()h)nies  of  Raleigh,  the  last 
of  wliich,  if  it  perished,  at  knist  k^ft  its  hones  on  the 
soil,  planted  no  dural)le  claims  ;  if  Gosnold,  who  was 
not  only  the  tirst  Englishinan,  but  the  first  luiropean, 
who  is  known  to  liave  set  up  a  dwelling  on  the  soil 
of  New  l^ngland  ;  who  had  been  sent  by  the  Ivirl  of 
Southampton  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  lialeigh's 
plans  of  colonization  ;  Avho  gave  names  to  islands  and 
capes  on  our  coast,  which  they  still  retain  ;  whose 
particular  narratives,  thrice  told,  revived  the  sinking 
hopes  of  the  friends  of  colonization,  and  whose  per- 
sonal efforts  brought  about  the  great  revival  of  such 
enterprises  in  IGOG,  —  if  all  these  gave  no  valid  pos- 
session to  the  British  crown,  how  can  this  evanescent 
company  of  Sagadahoc,  with  all  its  failures  and  all  its 
hijurious  influence,  be  said  to  have  *'  established  the 
title  of  England  to  the  continent"?  It  did  not  c\cn 
establish  itself,  or  leave  a  distinguishable  memorial 
behind  it.  What  could  there  be  in  the  charter  of 
IGOf)  to  j^ive  to  feebler  demonstrations  an  eiliciencv 
which  ecpndly  solenui  grants  from  the  same  source 
did  not  impart  to  greater  and  more  persistent  pro- 
cedures ? 
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The  orator  of  tlic  day,  towards  the  close  of  his 
address,  thought  proper  to  alhide  to  jNIassachusetts  in 
a  maimer  that  explains  the  somewhat  amhiguoiis  toast 
which  has  already  heeii  cpioted.    lie  says, — 

"  We  must  not  forget  our  ohligations  to  ^fassachu- 
setts  and  the  early  settlers  of  Plymouth  for  their 
sliare  in  conquering  the  continent  for  our  race, 
though  dealing  harshly  with  Maine.  Those  ^lassa- 
chusetts  Puritans  of  the  Saxon  type,  inlieriting  all  the 
gloomy  errors  of  a  cruel  and  bloody  ])eriod  under 
the  iron  rule  of  the  Tudors,  were  ready  to  demand  of 
lilizabeth  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity 
against  the  Papists,  but  refused  obedience  to  it  them- 
selves." 

Among  similar  passages,  he  declares,  "  They  mis- 
took their  hatred  of  others  for  hatred  of  sin. 
They  set  up  their  own  morbid  convictions  as  the 
standard  of  right."  —  "  Once  planted  on  the  shores  of 
New  England,  the  Puritans  of  Massachusetts  I)ay  en- 
deavored to  exterminate  every  thing  that  stood  in  the 
way  of  their  ambition,"  &c.,  &c. 

Accompanying  the  records  of  tlie  Popham  celebra- 
tion is  a  lecture,  by  the  author  of  tlie  address,  on  the 
claims  of  Sir  J^'erdinando  Gorges  as  the  Father  of 
I'aiglish  Colonization  in  America.  This  luul  previously 
been  delivered  before  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maine 
and  New  York,  and  now  makes  a  part  of  the 
"  jNIemorial  \  olume." 

A  large  portion    of  the   lecture   is  in   a  ?>train 
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resembling  tluit  of  the*  extracts  taken  from  the  ad- 
dress, but  more  acrid  and  bitter. 

"  It  is  time,"  the  author  thinks,  "  to  vindicate  tlie 
truth  of  history;  to  do  justice  to  the  claims  of  Gorges, 
and  to  repel  the  calumnious  charges  of  the  men  who 
founded  the  theocracy  of  New-England  ;  who  per- 
secuted alike  Quakers,  Baptists,  and  Churchmen." 
"  Within  the  boundaries  of  the  Colony  of  ]\[assac]iu- 
setts  Bay,  from  the  time  they  first  landed  till  the 
arrival  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  as  Governor,  in  1()S(), 
the  (jfovernment  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Avas  more 
arbitrary  and  intolerant  than  any  despotism  from 
which  they  tied  from  England."  — "  The  modern 
popular  history  of  New  England  has  sought  to  conceal 
the  exact  truth,  and  to  throw  apology  over  the 
greatest  offences."  —  ''We  find  the  Massachusetts  Pu- 
ritans persecutors  from  the  outset  of  their  career ; 
denying  the  rights  of  citizensliip  to  all  but  actual 
church  members,  and  refusing  others  protection  even 
against  the  Indians."  ]\Ir.  Webster's  great  speech  at 
Plymouth,  in  1820,  he  calls  an  Epic  Poem,  in  which 
the  truth  of  severe  history  has  been  overlooked  in 
admiration  of  the  creations  of  his  genius.  Mr. 
Everett  follows  the  authority  of  ]\Ir.  Webster ;  and 
"  modern  historians  have  since  then  taken  these  fiiglits 
of  poetic  fancy  for  historic  verities,  and  sought  to 
elevate  them  into  the  dignity  of  liistory.  They  might 
as  well  insist,  that  a  modern  Eourtli-of-July  oration 
was  the  cause  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  tliough 
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littered  some  years  after  that  event  had  taken  place. 
Itegarded  as  a  poUtical  event,  the  Plymoutli  settle- 
ment was  not  of  the  shghtest  consequence  or  impor- 
tance. It  neither  aided  nor  retarded  the  settlement 
of  the  country." 

These  are  all  the  specimens  for  which  time  or 
space  can  now  be  afforded,  though  they  inadecpiately 
represent  the  tone  and  spirit  of  the  lecture.  AVe 
may  be  permitted  to  present,  by  way  of  rejoinder,  a 
few  "historic  verities,"  which  could  easily  be  sus- 
tained by  proof. 

First,  It  is  fortunate  for  Maine,  and  for  tlic  coun- 
try, that  New  England  was  not  peopled  by  the  convict 
and  mercenary  gangs  of  Gorges.  It  would  have  been 
well,  also,  perhaps,  if  the  Pilgrims  had  remained  a 
year  or  two  longer  in  Holland.  For  the  colony  at 
Jamestown,  composed  of  like  unsound  materials,  Avas 
apparently  near  its  end,  perisliing  from  its  inherent 
vices,  and  miglit  have  been  re-established  by  better 
men,  under  better  auspices.  Gorges  himself  discloses 
the  fact  of  his  own  utter  discouragement,  l^ut  the 
proposed  embarkation  of  the  Pilgrims  changed  all 
tliat,  and  infused  new  life  into  the  dying  liopcs  of 
speculators  in  the  anticipated  resources  of  the  Xew 
World.  Gorges  eagerly  seized  the  o])portunity  of 
planting  permanent  occupants  on  the  soil ;  wliich,  he 
tells  us,  all  his  efforts  had  failed  to  accomplish.  lie 
favored  the  plans  of  the  emigrants  to  Plymouth,  and 
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of  the  company  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  mitil  he  found 
that  they  would  not  he  made  to  suhserve  his  private 
and  selfish  purposes,  when  he  turned  against  them, 
and  sought  to  deprive  them  of  tlieir  rights  and  pri^  i- 
leges. 

Secrnid,  The  arrival  of  the  Tilgrims  at  ]^hmouth 
was  the  transfer  to  this  country  of  an  actual  com- 
munity, possessing  all  the  important  relations  of  do- 
mestic life.  It  was  like  transplanting  a  tree  Avith 
roots  already  formed,  and  tendrils  already  grown,  to 
take  hold  of  the  new  soil,  and  maintain  vitality,  even 
if  all  ahove  them  perished.  Hence  neither  suffering 
nor  death  could  hreak  up  the  colony,  hecause  here 
was  its  home,  and  it  had  no  otiier. 

The  ]\[assacliusetts  Company  was  a  hody  politic. 
Having  hrought  its  charter,  it  became  a  State  or  Com- 
monwealth, dependent  on  no  corporation  or  council 
on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean,  but  sufRcient  of  itself 
for  all  the  purposes  of  human  society.  It  proceeded 
immediately  to  build  up  towms  and  nmnicipalities 
after  the  hereditary  patterns  of  the  mother-country  ; 
to  organize  government  and  the  administration  of  law 
and  justice  in  all  the  customary  branches  ;  to  estab- 
lisli  commerce  ;  to  found  seats  of  learning,  and  create 
an  army  of  drilled  and  disciplined  soldiers.  It  was 
an  integral  portion  of  England  that  was  thus  removed 
to  America,  comprising  some  of  its  most  learned 
scholars  and  ablest  divines  ;  some  of  its  wisest  and 
slirewdest  politicians ;   some  of  its  most  sagacious 
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merchants ;  and  some  well  skilled  in  the  arts  of  war. 
So  rapid  and  snbstantial  was  the  progress  in  the  first 
seven  years  of  occnpation,  that  the  jealonsy  of  I'ng- 
land  was  excited,  and  emigration  was  restrained.  Tor, 
says  Gorges,/' it  was  donhtcd  that  they  woidd  in  a 
short  time  wholly  shake  off  the  royal  jurisdiction  of 
the  sovereign  magistrate."  It  was  at  this  period  that 
the  General  Court  of  ^lassachusetts  passed  an  order, 
that  none  should  be  received  to  inhabit  within  its 
jurisdiction,  without  liberty  from  one  of  the  standing 
council,  or  two  other  assistants.  "  'I'hey  A\'cre  of 
opinion,"  says  Holmes,  "  that  their  Commonwealth 
was  established  by  free  consent ;  that  the  place  of 
their  liabitation  was  their  own  ;  that  no  man  had  a 
right  to  enter  their  society  without  their  ])ermission  ; 
that  they  had  the  full  and  absolute  power  of  govern- 
ing all  people  by  men  chosen  from  among  themselves, 
and  according  to  such  laws  as  they  should  see  fit  to 
make,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England."  They 
were  able,  a  very  few  years  later,  to  furnish  statesmen, 
warriors,  and  preachers,  who  contributed  miiterially 
to  the  conversion  of  the  I'.uglish  Government  into  a 
Commonwealth. 

'Ilius  were  first  fulfilled,  beyond  the  chances  of 
controversy,  the  conditions  of  the  doctrine  laid  doun 
in  the  "  ^lemorial  A^ohuue,"  that  ])rescription  witli- 
out  occupation  was  of  no  avail,  and  that  possession 
of  the  country  was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
title.    The  success  of  ^lassacliiisells  made  possible 
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the  possession  and  settlement  of  otlier  portions  of  tlic 
northern  continent.  Iler  vigor  encouraged,  and  lier 
commercial  intercourse  animated,  every  other  colony. 
Without  her  protection,  even  in  later  times,  every 
plantation  in  Maine  would  prohably  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  Indians,  certainly  would  have  been 
overwhelmed  by  the  French ;  and  even  the  older  set- 
tlements of  Virginia  apparently  owed  their  continued 
existence  to  the  prosperity  of  New  England.  Nor 
would  the  stronger  company  of  IMassachusctts  ]>ay 
have  come  into  existence  except  for  the  pioneer 
enterprise  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Third,  No  sooner  had  Plymouth  and  Massachu- 
setts established  the  practicability  of  living  and  thriv- 
ing in  New  England,  than,  in  addition  to  the  lawless 
adventurers  who  already  frequented  the  coasts,  the 
country  began  to  swarm  with  outcasts  of  every  de- 
scription. They  were  not  unlike  the  miscellaneous 
characters  which,  in  our  own  time,  first  poured  into 
California ;  persons  who,  if  not  actually  vicious,  were 
of  roving  and  restless  natures,  and  impatient  of  the 
restraints  of  society.  The  religious  agitations  of  the 
period  had  also  set  afloat  other  classes  equally  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  a  community :  visionaries  and 
fanatics  of  every  genus,  —  Familists,  Eifth-monarchy 
men,  Antinomians,  Anabaptists,  (Quakers  ;  some  of 
them  under  respectable  names,  which  then  covered 
entirely  diflcrent  pretensions  and  ])ractices.  ThcMc 
wove  men  who  disdaincMl  obedience  t*)  laws,  or  con- 
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formity  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  social  life;  and  women 
wlio  tliouglit  it  their  duty  to  propliesy  in  public,  to 
vilify  the  magistrates,  and  to  ])arade  the  streets  in  a 
state  of  nudity.  A  nation  strengthened  by  the  growth 
of  centuries  might  possibly  withstand  the  influence  of 
such  disorganizing  elements ;  but,  without  restraints 
almost  as  rigorous  as  martial  law,  they  would  seem 
to  be  necessarily  fatal  to  the  safety  of  an  infant 
colony. 

Tlie  Puritans  were  not  fanatics,  of  the  visionary 
kind  at  least,  but  with  earnest  piety  mingled  A\  orldly 
wisdom.  Tliey  asserted  the  broad  distinction  between 
imposing  restrictions  upon  tlie  liberties  of  established 
communities  inheriting  the  soil  from  a  common  an- 
cestry, and  defining  the  conditions  of  admission  to 
their  own  religious  and  political  fellowship,  in  a  new 
land,  bought  with  their  money,  planted  by  their  toil, 
and  watered  Avith  tlieir  tears.  A  candid  and  pliilo- 
so})liical  discussion  of  the  w^hole  subject,  between 
AVinthrop  and  Vane,  has  fortunately  been  preserved 
to  us,  and  shows  the  solemn  deliberation  with  whicli 
their  policy  was  adopted.  * 

Fourth,  Those  practices  and  municipal  regulations 
which  are  so  much  decried  as  novel  persecutions,  or 
as  evidences  of  bigotry  and  narrow-mindedness  ])ecu- 
liar  to  New  England,  did  not  originate  here.  They 
Avere  not  even  of  Puritan  origin.    They  were  trans- 
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ferrecl  from  the  local  statute-books  of  tlieir  I'nglish 
homes,  where  they  had  been  familiar  to  the  people  for 
generations.  In  many  of  tlie  ancient  towns  of  3''ng- 
lancl,  precisely  similar  enactments  were  in  force. 
Persons  were  carted  ;d30uttown,  and  then  "expulsed," 
simply  for  eaves-dropping.  If  a  man  spoke  evil  of  tlie 
magistrates,  he  was  to  be  grievously  punished  in  liis 
body  ;  and,  if  he  struck  the  ]\Iayor,  was  to  lose  tlie 
offending  hand.  At  Leicester,  one  person  from  every 
house  was  recpiired  to  be  at  every  sermon.  At  V)OS- 
ton,  in  If)  16,  all  the  street-doors  were  to  be  ke])t 
closed  during  divine  service;  and  in  16()2  the  council 
ordered,  that  every  person  in  tlie  borougli  above 
twenty-one  years  of  age  should  "  diligently  and  faitli- 
fully  attend  divine  service  upon  every  Sunday,  or 
other  days  of  thanksgiA'ing  and  humiliation  appointed 
by  law."  The  Wardens  of  Childwal,  in  1635,  ])re- 
sented  individuals  who  absented  tliemselves  from  the 
parish  church,  or  who  slept  during  service.  At 
liverpool,  people  were  punished  for  lodging  guests 
who  did  not  go  to  church.  At  the  same  place,  a 
minister  was  threatened  with  ])unishment  for  not  cut- 
ting his  hair  to  a  seendy  length  ;  and  it  was  declared 
illegal  for  a  bachelor  to  be  out  in  the  street  after  nine 
o'clock,  p.:\i.  At  Hartlepool,  any  member  of  the  cor- 
poration was  fined  for  sitting  out  of  his  regidar  place 
at  church.  At  Lancaster,  strangers  were  })rohibited 
from  coming  into  town  until  tlicy  had  ])ermission  from 
the  Mayor,  his  brethren,  and  lifteen  commons.  At 
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Banbury,  the  people  could  not  receive  an  inmate  or 
under-tenant  without  license  from  the  ^layor.  If, 
without  license,  they  kept  a  visitor  thirteen  days, 
they  were  fined  forty  shillings,  and  lost  the  freedom  of 
the  town.  At  Leicester,  in  IdG4:,  no  townsmen  could 
sit  and  tipple  at  an  alehouse,  but  must  take  the  beer 
to  their  own  houses. 

The  Turitans  of  New  England,  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  their  colony,  simply  continued  a  class  of 
munici})al  rules  to  whicli  they  were  habituated  in  the 
mother -country.  Perhaps  they  should  have  been 
wiser  than  their  fathers  in  this  respect,  as  they  were 
in  some  others.  Perhaps  their  policy  was  required 
by  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed.  It 
would  be  presumptuous  in  us  to  pronounce,  that  a 
different  course  would  have  jiroduced  more  favorable 
results.  Tboy  were  men  of  remarkable  common 
sense  and  practical  ability:  as  Bishop  AVarburton 
said,  they  Iiad  a  (jeidus  for  f/oro-inncnt.  They  also 
believed  in  the  necessity  of  law. 

One  of  the  toasts  at  tlie  Maine  celebration  was 
framed  to  compliment  the  "  tolerant  s})irit "  of  the 
Dutch  of  ^lanliattan,  as  contrasted  with  the  inioJtraiit 
spirit  of  New  England  ;  and  the  New-York  gentle- 
nuxn  who  responded  in  advance  by  letter  indulged 
in  a  simihir  tone  of  remark.  Among  statements, 
not  so  well  founded  as  they  sliould  be,  coming  from 
so  respectable  a  source,  two  contiguous  passages  arc 
selected  {"or  ilbistratiou:  — 
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"  If  the  pioneer  settlement  at  New  Plymouth  was  distinguished 
from  the  later  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  by  more  tolerant  ideas 
in  civil  as  well  as  religious  affairs,  it  may  be  not  luijustly  inferred, 
that  some,  at  least,  of  that  larger  liberality  was  derived  from  the 
lessons  of  Holland." 

"  Meanwhile,  the  Dutch  eoloni.sts  at  IManhattan,  and  its  neigh- 
borhood, had  been  calmly  practising  those  liberal  j)rinciples  whicli 
they  learned  in  their  fatherland.  Tliere  the  Jesuit  Fatlier  Jogues 
met  Pi-otestant  exiles  from  the  persecutions  of  INIassachusetts, 
Lutherans  from  Germany,  Roman  Catholics  and  Ausibaptists,  all 
actually  enjoying,  in  an  equal  degree  with  the  original  Calvinistie 
settlers,  the  blessings  of  religious  liberty." 

The  first  book  we  happen  to  take  up  for  light  on 
this  subject  is  Mr.  Onderdonk's  "  Queen's  Count)  in 
Oklen  Times ; "  and  it  does  not  appear  from  his 
minutes,  that  Baptists,  or  Quakers,  or  other  schisma- 
tics, were  treated  more  leniently  by  the  Dutch,  under 
similar  circumstances,  than  they  were  by  the  Puritans 
of  ^lassachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

"  1G5G.  Wm.  Wickendam,  a  cobler  from  Rhode  Island,  came 
to  Flushing  and  began  to  preach,  and  went  with  the  })eople  into 
the  river,  and  dipped  them.  For  this  he  was  fuied  £100,  and 
ordered  to  be  banished.  As  he  was  poor  and  had  a  family,  the 
line  was  remitted,  llallet,  the  shcritf,  had  dared  to  collect  con- 
venticles in  his  house,  and  had  permitted  Wickendam  to  preach 
and  administer  the  sacraments,  though  not  called  thereto  by  any 
ecclesiastical  authority.  For  this  he  was  removed  from  ollice, 
and  fnied  £50." 

The  next  year,  Wickcndam  began  to  preach  and 
baptize  again. 

"This  beconiing  known  to  the  Governor,  the  Fiscaal  proceeded 
to  Flusliing,  and  brought  him  along.  He  was  banished  the  l*rov- 
iucc." 
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"IGGl,  July4.  Til  OS.  Terry  and  Saml.  Deariiig  petition  for 
lea\'e  to  settle  seven  families  at  Hempstead,  [and]  ten  at  jNTatine- 
cook.  (} ranted;  Ijut  they  are  to  bring  in  no  ()uakei"s,  or  sneli 
lilce  Oj)ui ioiiisfs  "  !  ! 

"  1G70.  The  people  of  Jamaica  petition  the  Oovcrnor  against 
a  eertain  witch,  Ivatherine  llarison's  settling  there.  IV-tition 
granted."    She  had  been  sent  away  from  Connecticnt. 

"  1G74,  April  IcS.  Samnel  Furman,  of  Oysterbay,  went  abont 
the  streets  of  New  York  making  a  great  noise  and  uproar,  and 
presumed  to  ccfine  into  the  C'liurch  and  al)nse  the  word  of  (Jod, 
and  blas})heme  his  holy  name;  for  which  he  is  sentenced  lu  be 
severely  whipped  M'ith  rods,  banished  the  lVo\  ince,  and  pay  the 
costs." 

Perhaps  some  who  liave  shice  borne  the  respecta- 
ble name  of  Fnrinan  on  Long  Island  conld  have  told 
ns  whether  the  blasphemy  in  this  case  differed  from 
that  generally  charged  n})on  religious  enthusiasts  of 
the  ranting  order,  then  so  common  and  troublesome. 

"  1  G71,  Xov.  2  I .  Daniel  Patrick  and  Francis  Coley,  of  Fhish- 
ing,  for  contemptuously  Avorkiug  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  giving 
reproachful  language  to  the  magistrates  that  (piestioned  them  for 
it,  are  sent  to  the  New  York  Sessions  by  Justice  Cornell  and  ?tlr. 
1  linchman." 

"  1G7").  Thomas  Case,  while  preaching  at.  INIatinecook,  is  ar- 
rested by  the  constable  of  Oysterbay." 

"1G7'">,  (,)ct.  jNIary  Case  is  lined  £')  for  interruj)ting  ]\Ir. 
J^everich  while  pmaching,  and  saying  lo  him,  '•Come  down,  thou 
whited  wall,  thou  that  feedest  thyself,  and  star\i'st  the  pi-ojde  !  ' 
The  constable  led  her  out  of  the  meeting.  Sannud  Scnd(h'r  is 
fnied  .€'),  or  go  to  Jiiil,  for  sending  a  long  and  scandalous  letter  to 
Mv.  Ivcverich.  Francis  Coely  submits,  and  is  dismis>cd,  i'lli/a- 
btith  Ai)plrby  di-turbed  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  is  committi'«l. 
'I'lionius  Case  is'liiu'd  I'lM)  for  prradiinu  autl  making  a  distui'l)ance 
before  ,J<jhn  lirown's  docji-  at  Mnshiiig." 
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Thomas  Case  was  a  Quaker,  who  had  sonic  pecu- 
har  notions  on  the  subject  of  marriage.  Under  date 
of  Jan.  12,  1()7G,  it  is  said,  "  U'oo  many  persons  visit 
Tliomas  Case  in  prison.  None  hereafter  to  be  admit- 
ted." lie  was^a  pestilent  felloAV,  no  doubt,  yet  seems 
to  haxo  been  popular. 

Ihit  where  are  we  ?  Among  the  "  tolerant"  Knick- 
erbockers, or  the  bigoted  Puritans  1,  ]')o  practices 
change  their  nature  and  their  name  according  to  the 
localities  in  which  they  occur?  Tt  has  been  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  Maine  celebration  to  involve,  not  only 
its  managers,  but  some  of  its  invited  guests,  in  a 
singular  confusion  of  ideas  respecting  "  historic  veri- 
ties." 

The  sneers  at  Puritanism,  so  common  in  the  South- 
ern States,  may  luue  arisen  partly  from  jealousy,  and 
l)artly  from  a  natural  incapacity  to  conceive  of 
habits  of  life  and  conduct,  restrained  or  impelled  by 
abstract  principles  of  right  and  duty.  Put  the  imita- 
tive echo,  sometimes  heard  from  the  great  connner- 
cial  metropolis,  when  repeated  in  ]\[ainc,  has  the 
derogatory  elements  of  ingratitude  and  (piestionable 
taste.  Tor  the  people  of  that  State  are  not  descended 
from  ]\)pham's  cjicd/irrx^  nor  from  tlie  rcMuains  of  a 
subjected  colony,  but  are  iiuh^bted  to  ^[assachusetts 
for  tlie  being  of  their  commonwealtli,  and  tlie  guar- 
dianship of  its  defenceless  years. 

In  i)assing  judgment  u[)on  the  authors  of  great 
movements  in  tlie  workVs  history,  it  is  not  customary 
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to  dwell  on  their  iiiinor  traits,  even  if  these  are  fiiults, 
but  on  those  characteristics  which  overcame  obstacles 
and  secured  success  ;  and  never,  before  or  since,  has 
tlie  conquest  of  a  country  been  effected  with  so  little 
of  public  wrong  or  private  injustice  as  that  of  tlie 
land  which  we  inhabit,  whether  we  regard  the  people 
who  were  dispossessed,  or  the  im  ading  masses  who 
were  to  be  guided  and  controlled 

If  in  this  achievement  there  has  clearly  been  a 
dominant  influence,  it  is  that  of  the  Puritans  of  New 
England  and  their  descendants.  Their  livelier  facul- 
ties  have  kept  the  phlegmatic  ITollanders  from  dozing 
over  tlieir  pipes  ;  the  precocious  AVest  owes  its  sub- 
stantial vitality  to  tlieir  earnestness  of  pur})ose  and 
practical  wisdom  ;  and  the  boastful  South  has  yielded 
to  the  force  of  tlieir  principles  and  their  enej-gies. 

The  true  Puritan  may  be  described  as  a  just  man, 
tenacious  of  his  opinions,  wliose  steadfast  mind  nei- 
ther the  depraved  impulses  of  disorderly  citizens,  nor 
the  frown  of  a  threatening  tyrant,  nor  Southern  blus- 
ter, could  shake  from  its  purposes." 

You  recognize,  Mr.  President,  in  this  portrait,  a 
translation,  nearly  literal,  of  the  words  of  Horace, — 

"Justum  et  teniicciu  propositi  viruiii 
Non  civiiiMi  ardor  i)r:iv:i  juhe'iitiiirii, 
Noil  vultus  iii.stautis  t}  r;iiiiii, 
Meiito  (piatit  soliila  :  iiciiue  ^\iistcr." 

The  lines  are  almost  i)ro])lietic  ;  and  the  words 
"  ne(pie  Auster,"  wliich  a[)[)ear  to  ha\  e  little  meaning 


in  their  original  nse,  have,  in  this  application,  a 
striking  significance. 

In  the  presence  of  snch  realities  as  riynionth  and 
Massachusetts,  how  worse  than  extravagant  it  seems 
to  dignify  the  ineffectual  operations  of  an  adventurer 
like  Gorges,  or  the  ephemeral  and  futile  visit  of  a 
band,  of  outlawed  men  like  the  company  of  Popliam, 
with  sucli  appellations  as  "  The  source  of  title  to 
the  continent  ;  "  "  The  foundation  of  the  colossal 
empire  of  the  New  World  ; "  "  The  great  event  of 
American  history,  giving  a  new  direction  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Avorld  "  !  * 


*■  These  coniinents  on  the  i)r()ceedings  at  the  I'opliain  Celebration  uere 
ah'cady  in  type  hetbie  tlie  writer  liail  seen  the  "  Achh'css  of  Mr.  I]. 
JJenechet  to  the  New-York  Ilistorieal  Soeiety,  Nov,  17,  IStio."  In  that 
excellent  paper,  fnll  justice  is  accorded  to  tlie  Turltans  of  New  Enjiland,  and 
vo  less  to  the  remarkable  assumptions  contained  in  the  two  productions  of  the 
]\h\ine  orator. 


coTnVnoii '^ounf],  and  it  is  the^  pride  of  Maine 
and. Massachusetts  that  tliey  Jiave  a  common 
(iri^'n  and  a  common  destiny." 

I  La^e  given  a  somewhat  full  abstract  of  Mr.  ' 
Poole's  Remarks,  becHnse  they  Avere  outside  the 
Tisnal  line  of  discussion  at  these  celebrations, 
lie  was  listened  to  with  respect,  and  at  times 
with  applause.  When  he  closed,  the  president  \ 
and  other  gentlemen  expressed  their  gratifica- 
tion at  the  frankness  and  courtesy  with  which 
the  speaker  had  uttered  his  views. 

Rev.  W.  S.  liartlctt  of  Chelsea,  .was  nexLcalladL- 
upon.    lie  traced  the  advantages  j!;rowin<j:  out 
of  these  local  celebrations  and  pronounced  a 
eulogy  on  Richard  Seymour,  the  chaplain  of  the. 
Ropham  colony. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Tuttle  of  Boston,  made  a  neat 
and  cflfoctive  speech,  and  was  followed  by  Prof. 
John  Johnson,  of  IMiddlctown,  Ct.  Prof.  John- 
son has  in  preparation  a  history  of  Pemaquid, 
and  he  {!;ave  some  interesting  details  respecting' 
that*  settlement,  and  the  relics  there  found, 
among  which  is  a  paved  street,  which  might 
have  been  the  work  of  the  Northmen. 
_  President  Harris  then  made  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress in  which  he  spoke  of  the  natural  resources 
of  JIaine,  tlie  <:rowing  importance  of  the  State, 
and  the  respect  in  which  he  held  an  honest  en- 
deavor to  do  good,  even  if  uain  Avas  an  attendant 
motive,  and  it  did  not  bring  about  great  results. 
He  had  no  sympathy  with  endeavors  to  disparage 
the  im])ortance  of  the  early  attempts  at  coloni- 
zation. He  rather  liked  a  myth,  and  was  al- 
Avays  sorry  to  see  one  exploded.  No  testimony 
in  the  Avorld  can  make  him  renotmce  the  belief 
that  Pocahontas  saved  the  life  of  Capt.  John 
Smith.  If  a  myth,  it  is  a  pleasant ■  one,' and 
there  is  no  harm  in  believing  it.  There  is  room 
in  history  for  Plymouth,  and  for  Pophara. 

Mr.  John  A.  Poor  of  Portland  made  an  extend- 
ed address,  reviewing  the  points  of  the  Popham 
controversy,  which  my  limits  do  not  allow  mo 
even  to  sketch.  The  address,  with  translated 
extracts  from  the  collections  of  Carayon,  Avill  be 
printed  in  a  pamphlet,  which  will  contain  all  the 
a'/'dresses  made  on  this  occasion. 

The  celebration  is  regarded  as  the  most  inter- 
esting- and  successful  one  held  since  the  grand 
opening  festival  in  1802. 

The  company  recmbarkcd  at  5  o'clock,  and 
reached  the  wharf  at  Rath  at  7.  The  weather 
has  been  delightful,  and  no  incident  has  occurred 
to  mar  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 


